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le After February the following churches existed in Slovakias 

Ao Roman Catholic 
bo Greek Catholic 
Co Russian Orthodox^ 


d. Evangelical (according to the Augsburg Confession) 
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^ In the spring of 1950, the StB arrested 

hlsnops VOJTASSAK and BUZALKA, On 15 January 1951 , both were ^ 
sentenced to life ltq)risonment . As of February 1952, Bish^ BTTZALKA 
was confined In Leopoldov Prison in Leopoldov /5827ir-.1747g/ and Bishop 
Kartouzy Prison in Kartouzy /5027n-1523^. Bishops LAZIE, 
MECSEY, POBOZMY and GARSE7 were placed under house arrest by the StB 
in the summer of 1951 and were not allowed to leave their homes until 
February 1952. - 

After Easter 1951, all monasteries in Slovakia were closed. !phis 
included cloisters belonging to the Framciscans, Jesuits, Redeiqxton- 
ists, Dominicans, Piarlsts, Brothers of the Christian Schools, 

Brothers of Mercy, and Premonstrants « The Capuchin order was not 
included in the ban at first, but Capuchin cloisters in Bratislava and 
Pezlnok were closed in March 1952, and the monks were taken to an 
unknown destination. 

The closing of Slovakia's monasteries was, for the moot part, 
earri^ out at night, when members of the SUB forced their way into 
monastery buildings. All those inside had to dress Imsaediately and 
get into trucks. They were not allowed to take any of their 
personal belongings. All property at the monasteries was confiscated. 
In towns like Tmava and Sastln ^838 n- 1709^, for instance, the 
monasteries were converted into office buildings, casernes, and places 
for Communist youth activities. » r 

The monks from the various cloisters were placed in cloisters at 
Pezlnok 2?f8l7HTl7l6^, Benadlk, Jasov 2?f84lN-2059|7, and Beluaske 
Slat^y. Ttose who did not want to cooperate with the regime, 
mainly Jesuits, were sent to Podollnec A916 h- 2059E7, where they 
under heavy g^rd auid put on a starvation diet. 

Ordained priests who did not accept the regime's idea of church 
subordination to the state were interned in Mucenlky, near Hltra, 
where they were forced to attend political Indoctrination courses. 

Ttose who accepted the idea that the church must be subordinate to 
the stat® were released and allowed to return homej the rest mere 
taken to court in Bratislava, tried, and sentenced to long pr<lson 
terms in Leopoldov Prison in Leopoldov. 

Those priests who were released were not allowed to return to the 

they had formerly served. As a result, many churches 
had no priest at all. The Sloveik State Office for Church Affairs 
Bomet^es assigned to a parish a priest who had been through the 
indoctrination school and had accepted the doctrine of state domina- 
tion over the church. 
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10. MeaBWhlle, trials took place e^ersT da^j, but oae rarely heaird of 

verdicts la the eases of priests, and nothlag appealed la the aews-- 
papers. I 

a groD^ of priests] were apprebeaded 

aadT seateaeed to 25 years at kari labor, soae we w SCTt to work lit 
coal aiaes. swch as those at Haadlova y¥844j-l846E7 


11. la early 1952» a large aoaiber of aoaks idio had beea coafiaed at 
Fedollaec were taken to Boheala and placed In forced labor es^s. 
la Ostrov 2^0iai»1257^ aear Karlovy Vary, and Osefc 
near Pwcheov. Old am sick minks were placed la the spa town of 
Belasske Slatlay on the Vah River In i^lovakla, but were later all 
assembled In Hronsky Svaty Beaadlk la central Slovakia. 


12. In the Sumer of 1951x nws were placed In caqps, such as those 
at Modra ^57M-2203^ and Semerovo la the spring of 

1952, these nuns were transported to work In plants In Bohemia and 
Silesia, e.g., the textile mills near Suaperk 2^95^-1658^. Host of 
the nuns working in ho spitals were allowed to continue In their woik. 

I I two hospitals where the nuns were remved; 25X1 

these were the romer Insuraaoe hospital la Bratislava and the 
hospital in Vysae Hagy. Many of the anas eoatlnued their rellglevr 
and social welfare foaetloas la elvlllaa dress la order aot to be 
recognized. 


13. All semlnarleB for the training of priests were closed. Only one 
theological school was left open la Bratislava and only those 
professors who cooperated with the regime were allowed to remain av 

faculty memb ers . As a resnlt. very few theoloay stndeats attended 

the school. 


lA. In the Spring of 1951 all Catholic orphanages and old people's 

hemes were takea over by the state sad their properties confiscated. 

All church properties and laads were taken over by the state. All 
Catholic schools had been taken over by the state In 19A5. 

15. A special State Office for Church Affairs (Brad pm veol clrkeval) 
was created in the spring of 19A6 to handle all Church natters. It.; 
was under the direction of Minister Zdenek FIERLIHQER, In Prague. 

The Office for Church Affairs for Slovakia was set up under Ladlslav 
H0IJ}0S. He has been under arrest since 1951« however, and waa 
replaced by Ste fan QA2IK. former prison guard at the Regional Court: 

In Bratislava. Mote ; As a result of the recent ■ 25X1 

reshuffling of tne uzeen uovemmmi7 PIBRLIHOER Is no longer head 
of the Office, which has been placed directly under the nine-man 
Praesldlum^ 

16. The Slovak Office for Church Affairs had a representative In each 
diocese headquarters and there were always at least two StB non la 

the office of each bishop. The bishop was escorted by StB mem whex’ever 
he went. All visitors aad correspondence had to be screened hy the: 
representative of the Office for- Church Affairs . Any meeting of 
bishops or high church officials had to be attended by an official of 
the Office for Church Affairs. The assignment of priests, church 
celebrations, and processions could take place only with the 
pemlssfon of the Office for Church Affairs. 
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17* ?poB the death of Bishop Dr„ Andre J SKRABIK, of the Banska Bystrica 
dloeese, the Office for Church Affairs appointed a priest. Father 
(fan) BECHET of Ivanka ^581111-1716^ adadnlstrator. He was elected 
capitular vicar by the canons of the Banska Bystrica diocese and ran 
the dloeese with an Iron hand. Those who dared to oppose him were 
arrested. The Slovak Office for Church Affairs also appointed their 
own capitular vicars to the following dioeesess Tmava — Dr. Leopold 

ADAHCIKi Kltra — Dr. (fnu) BEHOj Splsska Nova Ves — (fnu) 

SCHAEFFER; Roznava — Zoltan BELAKs 


l8„ The Office for Church Affairs naned as canons those priests who best 
suited their Coiannnist purposes and would best obey them., often over 
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19. The Slovak peo p l e a re deeniy religious. Churches were still filled 

to overflowing^ [aost recently by people fro* the working 

elassos. The people naa no faith or eonfldenee la the "patriot 
prloeto . The population openly and pl^elcally protested the arrest 

P®** SMBple, in the village of Dolna Krupa ^2911- 
1733^ in 1951* there were actual exchanges of gunfire between the 
population and the SUB; one citizen was killed and two SNB non were 
wounded, Many people were arrested and sentenced to long prison 
terns as a result of this sklmlsh. 


the bitter protest of the bishops concerned. For exaag>le, those 
named as canons In the Trnava diocese were so-ca lled "patriot prl estrf^ 
seme were not even Slovaks, e.e.. the Hungarians 


20. Religious Instruction was seldon given In the middle schools, but 
young people attended church services in large numbers In the early 
morning before school. Religious services were sometimes conducted 
among youth groups by intelligent, young people and by former 
Catholic scouts. The whole religious and church life was centered 
around the family, however. Almost all the families In Slovakia 
were bound together by a deep religious feeling, and the rellgloue 
training acquired within the family had much to do with a child's 
future behavior. 


21, There is no doubt that the strongest opponents to Cosmtunlsm were the 
peasants and farmers In small towns and villages. They have been the 
most stalwart In defying Communism, and have been the victims of 
ruthless police organs. The guns of Communism were turned upon the 
peasants and farmers after the rest of tjie country was firmly under 
control, because the Communists knew that these people would be the 
hardest to convert, chiefly because of their strong religious 
convictions . 
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23, 


25. 


With the eloslag of all nonasterles and aettlaarieB la Slovakia 
after Euter 1951* all Catholic book-pabllahlng honsea were closed 
and pnblleatlOBB stopped. The only pnbllshlBg concern allowed to 

***** **>« Saint TojIecS Io^eS (SSJlSj 

St. Tojteeha) In Tmava. This society had been In existence for 7 «i 
and had a nenbershlp of over 400,000. it SrSSlJ SIS 
,T.S00_osb,crlb.„_toj«ljlo^ literati, SlJJS caSJuI" 

children attending catechism class, "praised be the Lord JesnS Chrisi* 

h^thr mrLr rn Vojtech Soclety received each year, were returaed 
Ijeeause they were decorated with Commonlst-type slosans 
Conranlst leaders. The church neSpSper ®*^*^«“* 

S^allslaTa^ y ^e **^00817 pro-Communlst, was being published in 
■« ® Vojtech Society as of 1951 As of Aoi^n iQt^'% 

z vest i) rad StGother newspaper for tfie clergy* This oaner was 

iaa^r?hr‘sWo«.?h sSeteS^'b V’’^ 

(^l^tenecke khazl) . The Society's publlshlaw 

7e2s^«rwlth%h^*Sd*iJ^«?' *£*n*^ having been established 29 
K.d*?S £ Slovak Catholics In the United States, 
bookstores thfbnghout Slovakia Art^i* 

2 “"“‘•■•IM. ttateSS?;, tete tet ailSIad* 

.a« Sa^ »«««• «>T 


24. 


.art a "ilSi**™ S!ii|^l*T^ got «p aad laft th. efcapoh «» 
5Sa*S“2 iSSted rS Mlabratloaa aal prlaate 

JISSJ'Kt tSSS® -•S'o- 

" JS.s“°s S!r 

te IWte'TrSS^J^rTfaSSlJr 

for all u*^*?^* This cooperative sold devotional articles 

"d^cliwcheso The head of the cooperative was 
CBPICKA. ' mother of the Czech Minister of Defense, Dr. AlexeJ 
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26. So religious societies or orgaalzstlODS, other than the Soelets of 
St. Vejteeh, were- pensltted. Oiiiy the following religious hellisyit 
were obserred; Chrlstnas -- two days; Easter — Iwo days; Salats 
^^11 and Hethodlus one da7; All Salats' paj — Me di^-; md 
^.l^tsunda^^ — two days. All other rellc^ous holidays were aboUshiid. 
Meibeifs of the Arned Forces were not glren furloughs hone on Christ- 
ntM dr :^Bter« but were glT«B extra doses of antl-ChUrch propagandii 
during these hollies. 

27 • Students applying for entrance to colleges and unlrersltles were 

rejected If it. was dlscorered that they had strong z>ellglous eoafl0- 
tloas. This was usually detendned by asking, during the entrance 
exaalnations, "do you bellere in a Cedt” ihe answer ’Ves” heant 
certain rejection. In ei^er to discourage students and the general 
peq^atlon from attending church serrlces on Sundays, eren^e was 
urged to participate la soroalled "Toluatary work brigades”. 

Attending religious Instruction In middle school was 
"voluntary", but students were required to attend Soviet novles during 
the sane hour. 

28. Most nenbers of the Catholic secular clergy and theology students 
were put la labor caaps for unreliable persons or inducted Into fmti 
of the military services. They wgre forced to perform very strenwius 
physical labor In the labor eaq>B. Such ^oi9B Included thosh at 
EameMca had Clrokou /W56 k-2200e 7« Haadleva, and lovMy /VSA^r- 
1833^, In Slovakia, and one at Ostrov In Bohoda, near l&lovy Ymejr- 
Those released from military service were rcqnlx’nd to wox4c In coal 
mines for a minimum of three years. Henbers of the clergy who wero 
allowed to remain relatively free were reqittlred to attend regular 
"peace demonstrations” (mlerove manlfestaele), which were also 
attended by Minister FI^LIHOiat. Those priests who went along with 
the regime's policies received salaries from the state; those Mo did 
not were few and had to get along as best they could on support from 
the people. In these oases, the people also contributed labor to 
maintain the church buildings and property, since they received no 
state support. In some Instances, the state used soldiers to rMnlr 
church buildings for propaganda purposes. The so-called "patriot 
priests" told their eongt'egatlons that the Cenmunlsts were not agaJnst 
religion. In their own political Indoctrination courses, however, 
these priests were told to agitate against the church among the 
younger generation. In April 1932, the subiect of smarriege was 
widely discussed among the "patriot priests". Many had been living 
with mistresses for some time, dood Catholics took pride, however. 

In being able to say that such priests were morally derelict and 
represented only a very ssuill' percentage of the priests of the 
country. 

29, As early as 19^5, Catholic officials, e.g., doctors, universl^ 
professors, directors of schools, businessmen, and railroad off Iclalq 
were removed from high positions . Those In educational positions were 
removed because the school system In Slovakia was In Comanualst hands 
as early as 1943. The following Catholic professors were removed 
from various teaching faculties at the Enlverslty of Bratislava 

la 1943* 

Prof. Karol MATBLAY, M.D. Prof. Ludovlt KIAPPEK, LL. D. 

Prof. Praatlsek SVBC, M.D. Prof. Josef SKOTHICKY, M.D. 

Prof. Anton WEISS-NAEOD, Ph. D. i Prof. Dr. Ladlslav BOLECK 

Prof. Ludovlt HOVAK, Ph. D. (Phu) DRAdDLA, M.D. 

Prof. Alojz CHDRX, M.D. Karol HOLOMAM, M,D. 

Prof. Emanuel PliuO, M.D, Prof. Jan PRIDRIcrovSKY, M.D. 
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32. After the CoamonlatB oaae to power In 19^8, they seized the oppor- 
tnnity to abolish the Greek *€atholio Churoh. On ,28 April 1950* a 
speoially hired sob broke into the bishop's palace and urged the 
bishop to Join the Orthodox Church. The bishop refused* whereupon 
he was seized and inprisoned. On 15 Janiiary 1951* in Bratislara* ha 
was sentenced to life inprisonnent in Leopoldor Prison* and the 
govemnent sinultaneously outlawed the Qreek-Catholic Church. 

Bishop OOJOIC was still in Leopoldoy Prison in February 1952. Those 
priests who were not willing to Join the Orthodox Church* including 
suffragan Bishop HOPKO. were confined in an old castle in the 
Tillage of Hlohovec ^o26n- 174£^ near Leopoldov in the western part 

of Slovakia. During the spring of I 952 * many of the priests ^were 

transported from Hlohovec to the uran ltiin win es In Jaehvmov. | L 


33. 


34. 
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35. After the establlshmerat of the independent Orthodox Church, Greek- 

Catholics who belonged to the intelligentsia and held iaportant state 
positions were dismissed and sent to perform physical work in industry. 
The Orthodox Church was striving for the complete Russlanization of 
eastern Slovakia, and was thus serving old-style Russian imperialism. 
The greatest threat to the eastern portion of Slovakia was that the 
USSR might choose to annex that section, which is something Russia 
wanted to do even before World War I, 


The Evangelical Church 


37 • Leading Slovak Coapnplsts were reorulted from the ranks of the 
ETangSliGal^n[telligeat8la, large umbers of whom w^re obopefatlng 
with the Communist regime. Some ^ these lno|u$e4 Vladimir 
CLEKEHTIS, Ladlslav K070flS3KY/2yaa HOWiSiTH, Julius HORVATH. 

Sr. Sanlel opiZj, Dr. Andre j PA^IH, Hlohal HORVATH, ^gr. Dobroslav 
CBRoIAR, Jan &0STRA, Milan LAJOIAK, unive rsity professors Dr. DlOnyz 
BLAZKOVIC, Dr. Ivan 3TANEK, Dr. Jozef CEWA^, and Dr. 4Bdr«J NRAZ, 
Hlnlster-in-obii'fe of Information PavellQiOKoCi, Dr. Jan P0I1Q4N, 
Hlohal POVAZilfV Andre J BAOAR, Dr. Ivan KU3Y, Harglta PIQDLI, and 
Zora L$3|ilMi^« chairman of the women's organization, "Zlvena”. But 
daspite the large n^hers of Communlste, the ovei*whelmlBg majority 
of Evungelloal diufoh members , Including the priests, were strongly 
opposed to the Communist regime. Many were sentenced to long terms 
In Jails and labor oaaqps. 


38. The Communist regime did not foresee strong opposition from the 

Evangelical Church, and therefore did not take the ruthless measures 
against It that It did In the case of the other churches, most 
probably because the head of the Evangelical Church was not In 
another eotmtry, such as the Pope In Rpme, and was therefore more 
"controllable". 
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4o, Other religions than those mentioned. Including Jehovah's Witnesses 
and. Seventh Day Adventists, were banned In Slovakia. 
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